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BISHOP’S ITCHINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 
 

Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting 

8 January 2024  
 

Present: 
Cllr Kettle (Chairman)     Cllr Dugmore     Cllr Gates     Cllr Lamont     Cllr Ogden                                                         
Cllr Tagg-Wilkinson        Cllr Thomas       Cllr Tressler      
  

In Attendance: 
Karen Stevens - Clerk to the Council  
Cllr Rock – District Councillor 
 

Public: 
1  

 

24/01 Apologies:            
            Cllr Howatson – Unwell 
           Cllr Williams – Business commitment 
            
           Their apologies were accepted. 
 

24/02 Declarations of Interest: 
Cllr Tagg-Wilkinson advised that the planning application 23/03403/FUL referred to 
his neighbour’s property.  
 

24/03 Dispensations: 
None. 

 

24/04 Minutes: 
Following discussion, it was RESOLVED to approve the amended minutes of the 
ordinary parish council meeting held on 4 December 2023 as a true and complete 
record of that meeting. (6 in favour, 1 abstention,1 against). 

 

24/05 Public Forum: 
The member of the public had attended regarding the planning item 22/01671/FUL, 

• The proposal is a constant stress for the Village Store, 
• They need to plan ahead therefore it would be helpful to know what the 

Coop’s position is, 
• When they submitted their first application and residents/business had a 

chance to speak to them they reassure everyone that there were no plans 
whatsoever for it to be anything but a retail unit/beautician space/dentist etc 
and not a restaurant/café 

• They were aware then that the Coop had entered a partnership with a café 
chain (Bewiched) and the retail unit they have built is almost a replica of the 
partnership coffee houses they have built on Heathcote and on the Shires, 

• Understands that on the initial application the planning officer put on a 
condition that the unit should only be for retail space and not for food, 
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• They are now wanting to change it specifically for café/restaurant raises a big 
concern for them especially as they had all the pre-discussions and 
reassurances, 

• Assume part of their argument will be that they cannot get any interest other 
than from cafes/restaurants. 

•  
24/06 Planning Matters: 

 

i. 23/03403/FUL 

 Harzburg, High Street, Bishop’s Itchington, CV47 2QA – The erection of a bespoke 
timber framed  garden room extension to replace the existing white UPVC 
conservatory. 
 
It was RESOLVED to submit a response of ‘no representations’ to planning 
application 23/03403/FUL.  
 

ii. 22/01671/FUL 

Former Bishops Cross Car Sales, Gaydon Road - Demolition of car showroom 
and adjacent bungalow and erection of convenience store with additional retail 
unit. possible request to vary condition 3  - Class E (for the additional retail unit)  
to include restaurant/café use. 
 
Cllr Ogden declared an interest and left the room. 
 
It was agreed that the clerk respond to the email from the Coop’s agent, advising 
that the parish council’s opinion on the possible submission regarding the above in 
that it changes the original dynamics, will have a detrimental effect on the local 
economy both services and jobs, will change the highway forecasting previously 
undertaken and goes against the Neighbourhood Development Plan. 

 
Cllr Ogden was called back into the room 
 

24/07 County and District Liaison:  
Stratford District Council (SDC) – Cllr Rock had circulated his report prior to the 
meeting and then went through the report verbally. This covered the topics of: 

• The new Council Plan, 

• Budget for 2024/25, 

• Cost of Living Support, 

• Community Safety, 

• Christmas Tree recycling, 

• HS2 road closures 

• Upper Lighthorne integrated health services. 
 

Cllr Rock agreed to chase a response regarding the current situation with the three 
planning applications submitted by Orbit. 

   
Warwickshire County Council (WCC) – Cllr Kettle had circulated his report prior to 
the meeting. He drew attention to the current public consultation regarding 
Warwickshire Fire and Rescue Service – Resourcing to Risk and to recent flooding in 
the village emphasising ditches belong to the landowner not the County Council. 

 



 

378 
 

Bishop’s Itchington Parish Council Minutes                                                       8 January 2024 
 

 
 

24/08  Civility and Respect Pledge: 
It was RESOLVED to reaffirm Bishop’s Itchington Parish Councils commitment to the 
Civility and Respect Pledge.  

 
24/09  Inclusive Communities Grant – Works to Community Centre: 

A resume of the submitted application was circulated.  
It was noted that Amanda had put in a significant amount of work completing the 
application and should be applauded for it.  

   
24/10  Allotments: 

Confirmation has been received from WALC that the parish council cannot do the 
administration of these unless the charity pays the parish council to do so. The parish 
council could provide an annual grant to the charity for them to pay an administrator. 
Clerk to obtain confirmation that the charity is still recognised by the Charities 
Commission. 

 
24/11  Biodiversity Policy: 

It was RESOLVED that Cllr Tagg-Wilkinson would look at NALC’s draft policy, amend 
it as necessary and bring it to the next meeting for discussion and adoption. 
  

24/12  The Scene:  
It was RESOLVED to put this on the agenda for the next meeting and inviting 
residents to attend/participate by putting up posters up within the village. 
 

24/13    Environment & Properties:   

1.  Children’s Playground Update:  
It was RESOLVED to pay for the additional groundworks to the playground at a 
cost of £2,275 plus VAT. 

 
2. Cemetery: 

Grave Crosses:  
It was RESOLVED to amend the wording of the current rules to ensure it is 
absolutely clear that memorials have to be some form of stone or reconstituted 
stone. 
 
It was agreed that councillor working groups is included on the agenda for the next 
parish council meeting. 

 
3. Hedges/Trees: 

Churchyard 
It was RESOLVED to request the hedge is lightly trimmed and is allowed to grow 
upwards to allow the hedge to be laid in the autumn.  

 

24/14 Finance: 
1. To receive monthly financial report for December 2023 
 

It was RESOLVED to accept the Monthly Finance Report ending 31 December 
2023 as presented (Appendix A).  

 
2. To receive bank reconciliation report for December 2023, 

This was accepted as correct.  
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3. To approve accounts for payment 8 January 2024, 
 

It was RESOLVED to approve the Accounts Payable 8 January 2024 (Appendix 
B).  
 
It was RESOLVED to add Cllr Tagg-Wilkinson to the bank signatories. 
 

4. It was RESOLVED to hold an extraordinary parish council meeting on Monday 22 
January 2024 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre to approve the budget for 
2024/25 and the Precept for 2024/25. 

 
24/15 Reports and Questions: 

The reports and questions included: 

• WDC, Environmental Health and Warwickshire Wildlife Trust have been advised 
of human faeces at the ………. (including the Yellow Land) 

• Reminder that if the Clerk asks for a response, please respond, 

• Response from Cllr N Gist regarding the December meeting, 

• Trees on Folletts land – the work is being undertaken in two phases,  

• Parking – Old Road, 
 

It was RESOLVED to wish Cllr John Gates all the best for the future and thank him 
for his hard work on behalf of the residents of Bishop’s Itchington and his contribution 
to the work of the parish council. 

 

24/16 Date of Next Meeting 
The next  extra ordinary meeting of the parish council will take place on Monday 22 

January 2024 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre. 

The next ordinary meeting of the parish council will take place on Monday 5 February 

2024 at 7.30pm at the Community Centre. 

. 
 

Meeting closed at 22:05 
 

 

Signed…………………………………Chairman  Date…………………………………………… 
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Bishop's Itchington Parish Council

Accounts Payable 8 January 2024

To Whom Payable Ref  No Ex Vat Vat Payable Totals

Urgent accounts paid since last meeting requiring the formal approval of the council

E Biddle (office rent  01/01/24) s/order 440.00£          -£            440.00£             

Three Business (mobile sim 27/12/23) d/debit 4.17£              0.83£          5.00£                 

E.ON Next (pavilion electricity 21/12/23) d/debit 150.59£          7.53£          158.12£             

OneCom Ltd (Telephone/Broadband 29/12/23) d/debit 65.67£            13.13£        78.80

Stratford District Council (uncontested election costs) 231215 £100.00 100.00

Unity Bank (Manual Credit Handling Charge) 231218 0.60£              -£             0.60

Unity Bank (Service Charge) 231219 29.25£            -£             29.25

Sub-total 790.28£          17.03£        811.77£             

Accounts for payment on 8 January 2024

J Kirton (Salary) 240101 53.99£            -£            53.99£               

V Powell (Salary) 240102 129.32£          -£            129.32£             

K Stevens (Salary) 240103 1,616.86£       -£            1,616.86£          

HMRC (PAYE) 240104 476.21£          -£            476.21£             

WCC Pension Fund (December 2023) 240105 533.98£          -£            533.98£             

K Stevens (Expenses - Mobile Sim for December 2023 and January 2024) 240106 16.00£            -£            16.00£               

Claranet (Corporate Domain Registration (January 2024)) 240107 5.05£              1.01£          6.06£                 

BI Community Project Ltd (Room hire July - December 2023) 240108 175.00£          -£            175.00£             

Follett Property Holdings Ltd (Insurance for Community Centre) 240109 608.68£          121.73£      730.41£             

Light Media (Website hosting 04/12/2023 to 03/03/2024) 240110 90.00£            18.00£        108.00£             

PWC (Bus Shelter cleaning Ref 206/000181) 240111 45.00£            -£            45.00£               

Thomas Fox Landscaping (Leaf collection/strimming/hedge cutting) 240112 961.68£          192.34£      1,154.02£          

Sub-total 4,711.77£       333.08£      5,044.85£          

TOTAL 5,502.05£       350.11£      5,856.62£          


